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government1 and for choosing freely what their future status
should be. The Sudan Protocol in fact provides that the Sudanese
people shall, when they are ripe for self-government, be free to
choose the future status of the Sudan. Nothing in the proposed
treaty can prejudice the right of the Sudanese to achieve their
independence.' Sidqi promptly resigned. Nuqrashi, who suc-
ceeded him, made the uncompromising statement to the Chamber
of Deputies, In affirming the permanent unity of Egypt and the
Sudan under the Egyptian Crown we are but expressing the
unanimous will and wishes of the inhabitants of this valley', though
he added the customary saving clause about 'leading the Sudan
towards self-government'. The Arab League was committed, pre-
sumably by its Egyptian secretary-general Azzam Pasha, to support
the Egyptian demand for permanent unity with the Sudan. The
British government suggested the establishment of an Anglo-
Egyptian-Sudanese commission to prepare the Sudanese for self-
government in a period not exceeding twenty years, and the Cairo
Embassy stated that the government would do nothing to en-
courage the Sudanese to separate themselves from Egypt. But on
25 January 1947 the Egyptian government announced its intention
of submitting to the Security Council its two grievances, the con-
tinued presence of British troops in Egypt and the status of the j
Sudan; and after nearly six months delay its complaint was finally
presented on 11 July.
When the case came before the Security Council in August,
Nuqrashi asked it to direct the British to withdraw their troops
from Egypt by i September, to withdraw from the Sudan and end
the present administration there. He rejected the suggestion that
| the 1936 Treaty was still binding on Egypt, since she had signed
'it under the pressure of British occupation; in any case it was a
'temporary expedient' in face of the days of war, and the principle
of an Anglo-Egyptian alliance was incompatible with the Charter
of U.N.O. All attempts by the Security Council to bring about a
compromise failed, since Nuqrashi insisted that the withdrawal
of British troops from the Canal Area should be completed before
negotiations were renewed. At the end of 1947 the British mission
to the Egyptian army was dissolved, and the Egyptian currency
1 The proportion of Sudanese in the senior division of the civil service has
risen from under 1 per cent, to about 15 per cent, in the last twelve years: cf. The
Sudan, A Record of Progress, 1898-1947 (Sudan Govt.).